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FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


Here we go into the fall season and it looks like 
season isn’t much help for the HDF bands. Some 
experts say that this cycle will bottom-out next 
year and others say three or four years later. | 
hope it’s the former. 


The California QSO party contest was on the 
weekends of the 6h and 7th. | managed 117 
contacts all on phone. | heard and worked 
Frank, KG6N. He beat me by a bunch. | worked 
and chatted with Steve, K6KS, who lives near 
Redding, actually the town of Anderson. He sold 
me his dad’s tower, rotator and TA-33 beam, 
(the same one we use for Field Day). 


We are still waiting for the multi-meters to 
arrive from China so we can put on a clinic for 
those who would like to learn how to use 

them. Will probably put it on the Nov. meeting. 


So far we had one meeting at the high school 
and six students showed up. Feedback from 
Dean was very positive to the point of wanting 
more meeting dates. Mike and | got them 
started on the building of a FM transmitter. If 
you are interested in helping, give me a call. 


Make sure you have the 19th of December on 
your calendar. That’s the date of our Xmas 


party. 


October 2018 


The October meeting is important because we 
nominate members for next year’s slate of 
officers. Don’t be shy. If you have any questions 
about what each position does for the club, call 
or e-mail me. 


Pacificon is on the weekend of the Oct. 20 and 
21. Outside of the Dayton Hamvntion, this is the 
only northern Californian ARRL sanctioned 
convention. Hope to see you there. 


Check ins for the weekly night net are down. 
Please try to check in, 7:30pm every Wed. 
except meeting night. 


That’s it for now. 


73, Jim, KEUUW 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, October 17, 2018, 7:30pm 
City of Sonoma EOC, 
Sonoma Police Department 
Topic: 


VOMARC Meeting Minutes 


August 15, 2018 


Called to order promptly at 19:30 by President 
K6UUW, thank you very much! 


KD6FIL (Dave), KG6QNT (Eileen), KEUUW (Jim), 
NJGE (Stan), KE6HID (Andrew), KM6SJR 
(Elizabeth), KIGTPK (Kevin), WA6CRB (Dan), 


KF6FZM (Dick), N6TVN (Carl), KA2QQ0 (Declan), 
KF6VJI (Lonnie), AK6RF (Matt), N7PIB (San), 
K6KLL (Alan), W1EJ (Ed), WB6TMH (Mike), 
KASWSS (Robert), KV6X (Dan) 


Introductions. 
Minutes: Approved 


President: |lcom Website has a downloadable 
band plan and country list 
(http://www.icomamerica.com/en/downloads/ 
DownloadDetails.aspx?Document=331) 


Amazon has Voltmeters for $1.78. Motion made 
and approved to purchase 20. 


High School is cleaning out the science room and 
gave a couple of Heathkit receivers for the club. 


Club BBQ is scheduled for September 8. — 
Rescheduled for September 22. 


Vice President: North American QSO Party the 
weekend of August 18 and 19. 


Secretary: N6P does not have a place to operate 
at the lighthouse. 


Treasurer’s report: We have received $3,532.28 
in the bank. We have received $420 in dues. 


ACS: Yellow Command is scheduled for 
September 6. Will be held at 3 locations. 
Sonoma State, Op Area EOC and ACS South 
County. Sign up by August 30. 


VE Session: The next VOMARC VE Session is 
September 29. 


New Business: 


N6P is August 18/19 -Lighthouse on the Air 
Weekend. Call sign has been reserved. Insurance 
certificate is in hand. The Park Service is doing 
work on the Lighthouse and we may not be able 
to use the garage this year. We are looking at 
options. 


The California Historical Radio Society is having 
an open house on July 21. 


SCRA has a VE test on July 21 at the Bennet 
Valley Guild (Grange Hall). 


KJ6EQIQ has a ticket to the Nevada Ham 
Convention in Boomtown the weekend of July 
20-22. He can’t go and the ticket is available. 


Old Business: 


N6P has been revised to operate at the old 
Drakes Oyster Farm. 


Adjourned at 19:50 — Thank you for the short 
meeting!!!! 


Topic — Digital Voice Modes on HF Ham Radio. 
—Submitted by: Dave KD6FIL 


VE SESSION REPORT 


VOMARC hosted a VE session on the 29th of 
Sept. 


We had two candidates, both passed, one new 
general and one new tech. 


Thanks to Alan, K6KLL, Gordon, W6DDU, Ed, 
W1EJ, and Sanford, N7PIB, for making it all 
possible. 


Jim, K6BUUW, VE coord 
August VOMARC Meeting 
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Stan (NJ6E) gives at talk about HF digital voice 
communications. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Is the Worst Over? 


Spaceweather.com reports that solar minimum 
conditions are in effect. The Sun has been 
without any sunspots for 39 of 42 days as of 
August 10th. That kind of low has not been seen 
since 2009, the low point of the last cycle. HF 
propagation conditions are obviously not good, 
you say, so what? What this might mean is that 
we are at or very near the absolute minimum 
between 

cycles 24 

and 25, 

which 

means 

there's 

nowhere 

to go but 

up in the 

next few 

years. Dust off your HF gear and get it back into 
working order! 


http://www.arrl.org/news/the-k7ra-solar- 
update-537 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


South Korea released a postage 


Stamp to commemorate the World Amateur 
Radio Direction Finding (ARDF) Championships 
held Sept. 2-8 in Gangwon Province. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


. 330 The 19th WorldARDF Championships 
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Ducie Island Logistics 


The equipment for this year's DXpedition to 
Ducie Island is on its way to New Zealand to be 
loaded on the ship every Pacific DXpedition 
seems to use, the Braveheart. VP6D will be QRV 
from Oct. 20 - Nov. 3. Ducie Island is the 19th 
most wanted DXCC entity. 


https://vp6d.com 


2 —- A re : 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


ARRL, FCC Discussing Issue of 
Uncertified Imported VHF/UHF 
Transceivers 


ARRL has taken a minor exception to the 
wording of a September 24 FCC Enforcement 
Advisory pertaining to the importation, 
marketing, and sale of VHF and UHF transceivers 
and is in discussion with FCC personnel to 
resolve the matter. The Enforcement 

Advisory was in response to the importation into 
the US of certain radio products that are not FCC 
certified for use in any radio service, but 
identified as Amateur Radio equipment. 


"While much of this equipment is actually usable 
on amateur bands, the radios are also capable of 
operation on non-amateur frequencies allocated 
to radio services that require the use of 


equipment that has been FCC certified," ARRL 
said. "Such equipment is being marketed 
principally to the general public via mass e- 
marketers and not to Amateur Radio licensees.” 


(From ARRL letters, 10/4/2018) 
—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


The Doctor Will See You 
Now! 


"Volt-Ohm Meters" is the topic of the current 
(September 27) episode of the "ARRL The Doctor 
is In" podcast. Listen...and learn! (If you want to 
get a preview of our multimeter program, have a 
listen, Jim) 


(From ARRL newsletter 10/4/2018) 
—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


Spray-On Antennas Could Be the 
Wave of the Future, University 
Researchers Believe 


Researchers at Drexel University's College of 
Engineering report a breakthrough in 
nanomaterials technology that promises to 
make installing an antenna as easy as applying 
sunblock or bug spray. The University reported 
the research in a DrexeINOW article, "Drexel's 
Spray-On Antennas Could Be the Tech Connector 
of the Future." The advance could mean 
wearable and invisible antennas that could find 
their place in the next generation of the Internet 
of Things (loT), and even have Amateur Radio 
applications. 


"The ability 
to spray an 
antenna on 
a flexible 
substrate 
or make it 
optically 


transparent means that we could have a lot of 
new places to set up networks," said Drexel 
Wireless Systems Laboratory Director and 
engineering professor Kapil Dandekar, a co- 
author of the research published recently 

in Science Advances. 


"This technology could enable the truly seamless 
integration of antennas with everyday objects, 
which will be critical for the emerging Internet of 
things," Dandekar said. 


(From ARRL newsletter, 10/4/2018) 
—Submitted by Jim KBUUW 


In Brief... 


Peggy Sue Gerron, ex-K5PSG, 
of Lubbock, Texas, who 
inspired singer Buddy Holly's 
1957 rockabilly hit "Peggy 
Sue," died on October 1.She 
was 78. First licensed in 2004 
as KESAKW, she later 
obtained the vanity call 
K5PSG. Her license expired in 2014, and KSPSG 
has since been reissued. Gerron went to high 
school with Holly and later married The Crickets 
drummer, Jerry Allison. As rock 'n' roll history 
has it, Holly originally titled the song "Cindy 
Lou," but Allison convinced the singer to change 
the tune's name to "Peggy Sue." In a 2004 
interview, Gerron said that story is close to the 
truth, but not entirely accurate. After Holly's 
death in 1959, Gerron toured with The Crickets 
when the band got back together. Over the 
years, Gerron made public and media 
appearances all over the country. She said her 
participation in the 2004 W5B special event in 
Lubbock commemorating Holly helped inspire 
her Amateur Radio aspirations. "You can do TV 
specials, and you can be interviewed by the very 
best DJs," she said, "but there is nothing like the 
feeling of putting your finger down, and 


transmitting your call sign, and having somebody 
answer back.” 


(from ARRL newsletter, 10/4/2018) 
—Submitted by Jim KEBUUW 


New Beta Version WSJT- 
X 2.0 Boasts Major Changes 


As promised, the WSJT-X Development Group has 
announced a new "candidate release," WSJT-X 
2.0 rc1. This beta version of the popular digital 
mode suite incorporates many new FT8 and 
MSK144 features that will be of particular 
interest to the Amateur Radio contesting 
community. It includes all FT8 DXpedition Mode 
changes already developed in WSJT-X 1.9.1. 


(from ARRL newsletter, (9/20/2018) 
—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


Loot from Lincoln Hamfest 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


Operating N6P 


—Photos by Dave KD6FIL 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill KE UUW — President 

Robert Barron KA5WSS -— Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill KE JUW — Elmer Coordinator 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Sonoma Police Department EOC 175 1°t St 
West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Black Bear Restaurant, 201 W Napa St, #34 (Marketplace 
Shopping Center), Sonoma. The fun starts at 08:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2018 ACS 2018 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE OCTOBER 17, 2018, 7:30PM, 
CITY OF SONOMA EOC, SONOMA POLICE DEPARTMENT, 175 1°' ST W, SONOMA, 95476 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2018 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1* St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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